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Chriſtian Reader. 
FI Hou haſt here preſented to thy View, two Ex- 
cellent Sermons, which (as thou wilt find ) 
are not a rude Heap of indigeſted Matter, but that 


- there is a plain Method and comely Order obſerved 
in handling them, which will ſufficiently pleaſe the 


Fancy, intertain and gratiſe the Underſtanding ; | 


while the incomparable Matter quickens, melts and 
inflames the Affections. The Subject here inſiſted on, 
is high and ſublime, ſweet and Precious, and of 
the greateſt Importance unto the Souls of men 
namely, the Spiritual Marriage between Chriſt 


and Believers. 
pon which Subject the Author gives thee a plea- 


Sant Account of the Parties married, the Terms, 


Properties and Effects of the Marriage, ſhews how 


it is carried on and Concluded, offers ſeveral ſweet 
Remarks concerning the Time when it is made up, 


c. Together with no leſs Than xviii. Soul ſearch- 


1 ing Marks, all founded upon clear Scripture Teſti- 
mon, whereby we may come to know (if God ſhall 
be pleaſed to ſhine upon them) whether or not we be 


matched with the bleſſed Bridegroom of Souls &c. 


* 


That the Mighty God, who only can command 


tze Bleſſing, may ſo bleſs theſe two ſubſtantial and 


* mmarrowy Sermons, as that they may refreſh and 
comfort Belizvers, and awaken, allure and draw 
Sinners to Jeſus Chriſt, reudering him more precious 
aud eligible in their Eyes, and beginning thoſe Sa- 
cred Nuptials which ſhall be for ever Solemnized in 


the Kingdom of God, is the ſerious and earneſt 


Defire of. 
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The beſt Match. 


ISAIAH LIV. 5. | 


Thy Maker 1s thy Husband. 


H E Prophet Iſaiah having largely diſ- 

courſed of the Sufterings of Chriſt,  . 

and the bleſſed Fruits and Effects of 
them, among which one is, that he ſhould have 


a numerous Seed to believe on him; and that, 


when the Fews reject him, the Gentiles ſhould. } 
gladly receive him, and thus foreſceing, by the ..? 
Spirit ot Prophecy, the glorious State of 'the 


Gentile Church, he breaks forth into a Song ox 


Triumph in the Beginning of this Chapter, where - ⁵⁶ 
the Prophet directs his Speech to the Chuten 
and Spouſe of God in theſe words, Sing, O bay= *| 
ren, thou that didſt not bear, break forth into Sing- 
ing, and cry aloud thou that didſt not travel with 
Child: for more are the Children of the deſolate - 
than the Children of the married Wife, faith be 
Lord. Where we have a magnificent and glorious 
Promiſe ofthe Fertility and Felicity of the Gen- 
tile Church, and this is enlarged to the 5th verſe, 
which contains the Words of our T ext, where 
we have the Reaſon of her Happineſs and Fruits 
355 fulneſs 
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folneld, who was formerly a barren Widow, 
For thy Maker is thy Huſband, he who made thee 
ont ot nothing; and therefore can ealily fulfil 
all theſe Promiſes, how unlikely ſoever they 
ſeem to be, he who made thee a People, yea, 
which is more, who made thee his People, he 
will own thee as his Spouſe, and act the part of 
a Huſband to thee. 

I ſhall wave any further Introduction and 
Explication, and alſo whatever might be ſaid 
concerning the external Relation berwixt Chriſt 
and the viſible Church, my chief Deſigu being 
at this time only, to ſpeak a little to that inter- 
nal ſpiritual Marriage-Relation betwixt Chriſt 
and the inviſible Church, or Chriſt and the Be- 
liever, as it is repreſented under the Formality 


of a Marriage, and what I would offer upon this 
Subject, I lay before you in this doctrinal Pro- 


poſition, That there is a Marriage-Relation be- 
twixt Chriſt and Believers, wherein, he ſupplies 
the Place of a Huſband unto them, and they 


the place of a Bride and Spouſe to him. 


In proſecuting whereof, I would t. prove, 
That there is ſuch a Marriage-Relation betwixt 
Chriſt and Bclievers. 2. Speak to the Nature 
of this Marriage. 3. Give the Reaſons, why 
Chriſt comes under ſuch a Relation to his Peo- 
ple. 4. Make ſome Application. 

I. To confirm the doctrine that there is a 
Marriage Relation betwixt Chriſt and Belie- 


| 5 this will appear from theſe two conſidera- 
Kons. | 


1. From 


_— })OS 


G32 
1. From the Compellations given to Chriſt 
with Relation ro Believers, how frequently 
doth the Spouſe call him her Husband in the 
Book of the Song? As the Apple Tree among the 
Trees of the Wood, ſo is my Beloved among the 
Sons. My Beloved is mine, aud I am his. Song 
ii. 3. 16. and ſays the Apoſtle 2. Cor. xi. 2. 
I have eſpouſed you to one Huſband, that I may 
preſent you a chaſt Virgin unto Chriſt. 
2. The Marriage Relation betwixt Chriſt 


and Believers appears, from the Compellations 


given to Believers in Scriprure, with reſpect to 
Chriſt, how frequently calls he her his Love, 


- his Spouſe, in the Book of the Song ? Thou haſt 


raviſhed my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe. How fair 
is thy Love, my Siſter, my Spouſe | Song iv. 
9, 10. Rev. xix, 7. There the Church, (or Believers 
in the collective Capacity) is called the Bride, 


the Lambs Wife, The Marriage of the Lamb is 


come, Aud the Bride hath made her ſelf ready. 
We need not ſtand to prove that which is ſo 
evident, that we need ſay no more to confirm it, 
than to repeat the Text: Thy Maker is thy. 


' Husband. Therefore I come 2dly, to ſpeak to 
the Nature of this Marriage, and here we 
would briefly conſider ; 


1. The Parties married. 2. The Terms of 
the Marriage. 3. The Properties of the Mar- 
riage. 4. The Effects of it. 5. How the Match 
1s carried on. 6. How it is concluded. 

I. I fay, let us conſider, The Parties marri- 


ed, who is the Bridegroom, and who is the 
r Bride, . A 3 1. Fn 
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1. Then, The Bridegroom is the Wiſdom of 
God, and all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge are found in him; He knows all 


the wants of the Bride, and is ready to ſupply 


them : On the other Hand, the Bride, before 
her matching with him, is the moſt arrant Fool 
out of Hell, her Folly is diſcovered, by conti- 
uing to refuſe to match with him, to refuſe to 
give her Conſent to this Heavenly Bridegroom. 
2. The Bridegroom is the eternal Son of 
God, the Kings only Son, The King made a 
Marriage for his Son; he is the Blood Royal of 
Heaven. On the other hana, what 1s the 
Bride's Pedigree? She needs not boaſt of her 
Deſcent. Thy Father was an Amorite and thy 
Mother an Hittite. Ezek, xvi. 3. there is a vaſt 
Difference here. 
3. The Bridegroom is the Heir of all Things, 
he hath all Riches, the unſearchable Riches of 
Chriſt,, But what is the Bride worth before he 
match with her? She is worſe than nothing, 
Poverty it ſelf, and not only a Beggar, but in 
Debt, and Chriſt is willing to pay her Debt. 
4: The Eridegroom is comely and glorious, 
all the Seraphims and Cherubims above, all 
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the Sons of Men in the World, all the Crown'd ' 
Heads on earth in all the circumſtances of 


Glory are but like black Clods of Earth, com- 
par'd with this glorious Bridegroom. On the 
the other hand, what is the Bride before he 
match with her? Even as black as the Devil 
can make her, not only a Leopard ſpotted here 


_ - and 


ns wh te A 
and there, but an Ethiopian whoily black and 
ugly ; when ſhe is caſt forth in the open Field to 


the loathing of her Perſon, ſhe is a Spectacle of 
Horror and Miſery, yet then it is a Marriage 


Day: and a Time of Love. 

II. What are the Terms of the Marriage? The 
Articles of it on his Part and her Part, the 
Terms on her Part, tho' the whole belong to 
Chriſt, yet to ſpeak of Terms in an improper 
Senſe, he requires of her, what he worketh in 
her. namely, 

1. That ſhe be divorced from all other Hus- 
bands, and give up with all other Lovers and 
Idols; particularly, that ſhe be divorced from the 
Law, that ſhe may be married unto Chriſt; ſhe 
muſt not obey the Law from a Principle of her 
own Strength, nor as a Covenant of Works, that, 
by Obedience, ſhe may purchaſe a Title to 
Heaven, nor to gratifie a natural Conſcience, 
nor meerly to eſcape Hell, and make a Righte- 
uſneſs of her Obedience, ſhe muſt be divorced ._ 
from that Husband. 

2. U pon her part it is required, that ſhe be ſatiſ- 
fied with this Husband atone, as the great Por- 
tion of the Soul, that he may have no Rival, 
no Competitor in her Affections, none to ſit 


on the Throne with him; ſhe muſt keep the 


chief Room for the Son of God. 


Again,onhis 

Part he contracts. | 
I. That he will make over himſelf to her, all 

he is, all he hath, all he hath purchaſed, all he 


hath 


% m — 

hath promiſed, he will make over to her all the 1 
Bleſſings of the Everlaſting Covenant; O! This the 
is a ſweet Article! and a large Charter indeed! | for 
2. He contracts to perform all the glo- and 
rious Offices of a Husbànd to her, to provide | cte: 
for her, protect her, direct her, pity her, | Poi 
cloathe her, to encourage and comfort her, tha! 
and to do all for her ſhe needs: This is the | ;; + 
Sum of the Contract; For to ſpeak properly, | june 
Chriſt is all, and does all in this Matter; ed 1 
and our Part is done by him in us. Hol. ii. Beg 
19, 20. 1 will betroth thee unto me for ever, | the 
yea, I will betroth thee unto me in Righteouſneſs, Ha 
and in Judgment, and in Loving Kindneſs, and in con 
Meities, I will even botroth thee unto me in Fuith- 4 C 
 fulneſs; and thu ſbalt Know (thee Lord: Chriſt the 
ſigns the Contract for him and her both, 7 | yer 
will betroth thee unto me in Righteouſneſs, T will ful- er 
fil the Law, and ſatisfie Gods Juſtice; I will betroth 1 
thee unto me in loving Kindneſs, tho' there be no- | T. 
thing in thee to invite my Love, but much to I nip 
challenge my Averſion; yet I will overcome all hac 
thy Imperfections, and {et my Love upon thee. ed 
1 will betroth thee unio me in Mercies, in pardon- {wi 
ing Mercy, ſanctifying Mercy, ſupporting Mer- he 
ey, comforting Mercy; but left the Bride think, of | 
that when ever ſhe ſins there may be a divorce; mu 
ſhe may break and go away, therefore it follows, : 
T will betroth thee unto me in Faithfulneſs. He age 
pledges his Veracity for fulfilling the Articles ine 
on her Part and his both; But then, ſep 
3. What are the Properties, of this Martigt _ Jay 
1. It vm. 
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1. It is a very myſterious Marriage, that 


the Creator ſhould take the Work of his Hands 


for a Bride; not only when in its primitive 
and Virgin Integrity, as it dropt out of his 
creating Hands, but when polluted with the 
Poiſon of the Devil; The venom of the Serpent, 
that he ſhould take her for a Bride, thy Maker 
is thy Husband: This is a wondertul Con- 


junction. If a glorious Angel ſhould be match- 


ed with a creeping Worm, and a King with a 
Beggar, it would not be ſuch a Wonder, but 
the Maker to joyn himſelf ro the Work of his 
Hands, There cannot be a greater diſtance 
conceived betwixt any Thing, than betwixt 
a Creator, and that which is brought out from 
the barren Womb of nothing, a Creature ; and 
yet they are in a Matriage- Relation; Thy M 


4 


er is thy Husband. 


2. This Marriage is very difficult and hard; | 


Tis true there is nothing too hard for Om- 
niporency, yet the Human Nature of Chriſt 
had much to do with it, tho' he was ſupport= 
cd by the Divine Narure, yet he behoved to. 


{wim thro' the Riyer of his own Blood, before 


he could get his Bride. He ſatisfied the Juſtice 
of God, eſtabliſhed a new Covenant. All this 
muſt be dune in Order to this Marriage. 

3. This Marriage is an indiſſolvable Marri- 
age, Death diflolves other Relations; But it 
increaſes this intimate Union: Nothing ſhall 
ſeparate Chriſt and the Believer, I am perſwaded, 


ſays Paul, that neither Life, nor Death, nor Angels 


- 


on her Garden, quickens and animates her 


kf 1 | 
nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Thi ngs preſents 
nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any 
other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
Love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
Rom. 8. 38. 39. TY 

iv. What are the Effects of this Marriage, the 
firſt and immediate Effect is a moſt cloſs Union 
betwixt Chriſt and the Believer. This Union, 
tho” leſs than a perſonal Union, altho' it be ſo | ried 
in ſome Reſpe&, yet it is more than a political | 1 
Union, more than a moral Union; It is a 
very cloſs Union, the Bridegroom Chriſt, he 
gives his Bride his own Spirit, communicates 
vital Influences, from the glorious Head to 
her, and ſhe cleaves by Faith and Love cloſs to tur 
him: and God promiſeth that he will make the It 
Houſe of Iſrael cleave cloſs to him as a girdle } wi 
ro the. Loins ofa Man. Fer. xiii. 11. He | a! 
makes his Spouſe, in Spite of all her Folly, in mi 
Spite of all her Enmity, in Spite of all her || 
- "aa and Temptations, to cleave cloſs to 

im. | 

2. Another Effect of this Union is ſweet 
Communion, mutual Fellowſhip, he feaſts 
with them and they with him, he blows up- 


* 


ſant Fruits. | | 8 

3. Another Effect is Familiarity, (which is co- 

incident with the former, ) he treats them not 

as Sttangers, but as Friends, and not as Friends 

only, but as his own Spouſe, he eↄmmunicats 
do 
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Graces, and then he comes and cats his plea- 


Nl 

to her, and ſpeaks comfortably and kindly 
to her. It is a Wonder what Condeſcenſion 
God will make ſometimes; And the Believer 
again can be more. familiar with God, than 
with the whole World; And can tell to God 
what he can tell to none elſe: Thus you ſee 
ſome of the Effects of this Marriage. 

V. How was the match carried on. 

I Anſwer in a Word, on his Part it was ar- 
ried on thus. | 15 
I. He gave the Father his Hand, and en- 
gaged to him in the Covenant of Redempti- 
on, from Eternity, that he would do all Things 
neceſſary for acompliſhing the Marriage. 

2. Becauſe there muſt be an Union of Na- 
tures betwixt the Bridegroom and the Bride. 
It was not poſſible that we could be matched 
with the Divine Nature; therefore he becomes 
2 Man, and takes on our Nature, that there 
might be an Union of Natures. | 
3. Becauſe the Bride is a Slave, he pays her 
Ranſom, ſubſtitutes himſelf in her Room, takes 
on her Debt, and- pays all that ſhe owed to 
veet | Juſtice, and then takes on with her; but on 
zaſts | our Part juſt nothing at all, we had no Hand 
up- in the Covenant of Redemption, no Hand in 

her the Contrivance of Salvation, we knew nothin 
lea- | about the Buſineſs, we had no Thoughts of a 

| Redeemer, deſerv'd nothing but pure Wrath, 
co- | we were lying with full Contentment in the 
not | Devil's Territories, when Chriſt was carrying 
nds on the Match, 


6. How, 


* * 


9. 1 12 4 | 
ﬆ .- VE How i is the Marriage concluded pon Devi 
it his Part. | 
it! 1. He ſends forth his Ambaſſadours to » 

court for him, as Abraham did his Servant | 
for Iſaac, and there is a great Work indeed, | his 8 
to make her give her conſent, let all the An els the |] 
in Heaven Unite their Topicks of Perſwaſion, | morc 
they could not prevail with one Soul, it a ate 
converting Day were not come; but they muſt | are 
always ſpeak fair ro her. How Rhetorical was | and 
Abraham's Servant | His Heart was enlarged, wou 
when courting for his Maſter, he hath but | 3 
one Child, and that Child hath great Riches, | Con 
he ſeeks no Portion with Rebeccah, only her | all 
Conſent; Thus he Rhetorizes and flouriſhes | Per; 
exceedingly, and perſwades with the greateſt | Goc 
Motives; but yet the Ambaſſadours of Chriſt J Aln 
have a larger Commiſſion, it our Eyes were | ſhe 

opened to ſee it: They are ſeut forth ro make Ig 

Love to the Bride, and in his Name, to com- Exc 

mend Chriſt. hol 
2. He concludes the Marriage thus, the Bride || viſt 
being wretchedly ignorant of her true Happineſs: "| 281 
Therefore his Father diſtreſſes her with the || con 
Debt that ſhe ows to him, and the wretched enli 
Perſon is driven for ſome Time to Mount Sinai, | Gr 
and there God deſcends in all the Circum- || aft 
ances of terrible Majeſty, he thunders againſt J ane 
Her, Curſes Her, Curſed is every one that con- wo 
Anueth not in all things, which are written in the lon 
Book of the Law to do them. Gal. III. 10, God for 
re all the Debt, Conſcience roars, and the the 

ö Devil | & 
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and God declares in the Goſpel, That the 
wretched Dyvour ſhall go to Priſon and ly 
Eternally in Hell, if ſhe do not take on with 
his Son, marry him, and believe on him. Thus 
the Bride is driven to an Extremity, ſome have 
more, ſome have leſs of this Law work, but all 
are humbled and broken in ſome. Meaſure, who 
are married to Chriſt, he ſends forth his Spirit 
and convinces the World of Sin. But this 
would not do either. And therefore, 

3. The Bridegroom ſees that nothing but 
Condeſcenfion will do it, and ſo he appears in 
all his Glory, when the Bride is full of Fears, 
Perplexities and Anxieties, when the Terrors of 
God are ſurrounding her, and the Arrows of the 
Almighty drinking up her Spirits, and when 
ſhe is crying out, what ſhall I do? Whither ſhall 
I g)? Then the Bridegroom appears in all his 
Excellency and Glory, and ſays, Behold me, Be- 
hold me, and ſhe gets a View of him that ra- 
viſhes her Heart, and enlarges her Soul; then it 
is that the Spirit is ſent, to determine her to 
conſent, the Manifeſtation ot his Glory does 
enlighten her Mind and Spirit, and immediately, 
Grace, upon the will, draws out the whole Heart 
afterhim; ſo that it the Bride could be grieved 
and pained upon the Marriage Day, it 
would be for her Folly in refuling him ſo 
long. But what is done upon the Bride's Part, 
for concludingthe Match? Nothing at all, but 
the whole Soul is enabled to aquieſce in a Re- 
geemer; and The Believer ig peady, at 2 2 
ws. , 1 Sx , - . — — | ime 
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devik is let looſe, the fears Hell and Wrath, 
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Time to ſay, He s My Lord, My God, My 
Strength; My all, and ſhall be ſo for ever, Thus, 

ou have a brief Scheme of the Nature, and 
Way of this Marriage. | 

Having ſpoken but very briefly to the for- 
mer Heads, I ſhall here, before. I proceed to the 


Reaſons of the Doctrine, offer a few Remarks þ 


upon the Time of this Marriage- Union; be- 
twixt Chriſt and Believers. We told you, how 
This Match was concluded and compleated 


by Chriſt: And now we ſay There is a ſtated. [3 
Day and Time for the concluding thereof; 


and upon this Head, we may Remark. 

1. That there is a two-fold Day we are 
to conſider in this Marriage; namely, the Day 
of Eſpouſals on Earth; and the Day of Conſum- 
mation in Heaven; and we may compare theſe 
two together, in few Words (1) The Day of 
Eſpouſals here is uſher'd in with a very dark 


Morning, or rather an Evening upon the Bride's 


Part, with the Wrath of God and the Law; as 


it was ſaid, The Evening and the Morning was 


the Day; ſo in this Contract, the Evening of 


legal Terrors, at leaſt ſome deep Humiliation 


uſhers in the Morning: But as to the Con- 
ſummation, there is a great deal of Glory be- 
fore it, the Soul being taken to Heaven already, 
and the Body ſleeping ſweetly in the Grave, a 
Bed where the Bridegroom lay three Days before 
her: (2) In the Day of Eſpouſals, when the 
Perſon. gets a Victory over Corruption, and 
finds little ſtirring of it, no ſenſible working of 
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t, yet there is a Party within, at the ſame 
Time, that ſays nay to the Match, and which 
if afterwards get out its Head, and will 
e ſtill aſſaulting the Beljever, while he is on 
Earth; But in the Day of Conſummation, there 
is no ſuch Thing, no Enmity, no Sin, no Cor- 
ruption but the whole Soul goes out wholly 
upon the Bridegroom. (3) the Eſpouſals is car- 
ried on ſecretly, may be the Perſon is fitting 
your Side, and you do not ſce, nor know 
when Chriſt is making up the Match; or per- 
haps on his Knees at Home, there is a ſecret 
Tranſaction, but the Conſummation will be 
before Millions of Angels, Millions of Saints, 
Millions of Spectators, here is a great Diffe- 
rence, after the Day of Eſpouſals is over, the 
Bride may give many ſquint Looks to 
her old Lois, looking back to Egypt, 
departing from her Husband, doubting of his 
Love, diſtruſting his Word, fearing his Diſpen- 
ſations: But, aſter the Conſummation, no Shadow - 
of Sin, no Shadow of Jealouſie, no Shadow of 
Miſtakes or Fears can overtake her for ever, no 


Cloud can interveen, for the Sun of Right 


ouſneſs ſhall never 
But then, ages 
A 2d, Remark is, that the preciſe Time of 

the Eſpouſals is condeſcended on by the Bride- 
groom and his Father, from all Eternity; the 
very Moment when the Bride ſhail be made 
to ſign the Contract, and flee to Chrift, and 

out her whole Soul upon him, that Preciſe 


be eclipſed any more. 


Moment is agreed upon betwixt the Father 


- 
- - w # 
_ 
- * - 
* * p . 
_ 2 
«> 
>> . 
- - N - - l 
. _ 
PE _—_ 


x . 


9 


* | E 


and the Son in the Covenant of Redemption 


from Eternity. „ 

3. We remark, that the Bridegroom waits 
patiently for that moment that is agreed upon 
betwixt the Father and the Son; he longs for 
it, he deſites it, the Believer many Times is 
ready te Think, O Chriſt is not willing! I have 
fer Days apart, I have gone to my Knees, I 
have fought him about this Ordinance and 
the other, and yet I could not cloſe with him, 
J have been almoit dipt in Hell with Afflicti- 
on, yet my heart was never melted, ſurely 
Chriſt is not willing: O let us flee the Borders 
of Blaſphemy! The Lord Jeſus is willing, but 
the Fulneſs of Time is not yet come, tliere is 
a a ſer Moment of his coming to his People, and 
for this they are to wait, yea, for this he waits 
Himſelf, according to that Scripture, which I 
ſhall read to them that cannot get that at 
Duties and Ordinances, which they have been 
long locking for. Iſa. xxx, 18. Therefore will 
the Lord wait, that he may be, gracious unto you, 
und therefore will he be exalted, that he may have 


Mercy upon you: For the Lord is a God of Judg- 


ment; bleſſed are all they that wait for him. He 
will wait upon the very Moment of Time, tor 
the Day of Salvation, he knows the proper 
Seaſon : The Crane the Swallow and the Stork 
know their Seaſons by the natural Inſtin& God 
hath giventhem: And will he not know his 
own Seaſon? yea, he waits to be gracious, - 
- 4. Remark that when the Time comes, — 
LETT | there 


— 


ption 


waits 
upon 
7s for 
CS is 
have 
es, 1 

and 
him, 
licti- 
urely 
rders 
„ but 
re is 
, and 
waits 
ich 1 
at at 
been 
?e will 
Jou: 
have 
judg- 
. He 
e, for 
roper 
Stork 
God 
v his 
as, 
, then 
there 


thete is a ſweet Conjunction of All Circu 


L 17 1 oY 

ſtances to conclude the Work, all Things work 
pleaſantly together to compleat the Match 
Conſcience. goes right to Work, the Word is 
made. lively, the Spirit. as . powerfully. and 
ſweetly in the Soul, there is an auſpicious Con- 
junction of all favourable Circumſtances, for de- 


termining the Bride, and drawing out her Hearts 


5. Remaik, That there arc ſeveral Signs and 
Characters of this Day, by which it may be 
known, what are the Signs of it? you'll ſay, I 
ſhall nor ſtand on this, only it-is a Day, Light; 
Great Light breaks in. upon the Mind; it is 
a Day of Love, much Love is let in upon the 
Heart, it is a Day of Power, wherein the Bride. 
is perſwaded and overcome, Diffieulties are ſur- 
mounted, Enemies conquer'd, and the Bride's. 
Will is moulded into 8 


was weak, now I am ſtrong; this Morning, 
perhaps, I was under Affliction, and under the 


Terrors of God, and now he hath Raviſhed' 


me with, the Conſolations of bis Spirit: L was: 


afraid. of Hell, now I have the Hope of Heavem 


and Eternal Life. O what a Day of Wonder 
is it! Laſtly it is a Day of Vows, the Soul wilt 
be ready to break forth in ſuch a Day, crying; 

hat ſhall I ſpeak for him? What maß I hafte 
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, ech, And laſt, Remark on this Head is; 
RE that. 
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Compliance: It is 42 
Day of Amazement, O what an. Extaſy of 
Wender is rais' d in the Perſ%n's Heart! I was 
blind, now I ſee; I was dead, now 1.live; 1 
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that in this ſtated Day of Eſpoufals, the Bride 
2 m manifeſts his Glory to his Bride; when 
intimats to the Soul, Thy Mater is thy Hus 
band, he ſhews his Glory, his abſolute Glory, 
his comparative Glory, his relative Glory, 
they, are all one upon the Matter, yet there is 
a formal different Conſideration of them, (1) 
His abſolute Glery is manifeſted, what does 
the Soul ſee, that is matched and married to 
Chriſt? Alas! ſome ſee nothing, but Dreams 
and Fancies: But when the Believer is match- 
ed with Chriſt, he ſo deals with him as with 
Moſes, he makes all his Glory : paſs before 
him: The Perſon: gets a View of the glorious 
Attributes of the Son of God. (2) He manifeſts 
his comparative Glory Thou art more excellent 
wan Hills. of Prey, fairer than the Sons of Men, 
the Bride, the Believer ſees him, as the Apple 


i Fee amorig the Tree of the Mood, every way in- 
we __camparable, whar ever he be compar'd to, he 
* 


1 | it, if he be; a Lilie, he is the Lilie of the 
_ '” ;/Valley;'if he be à Roſe, he is the Roſe of Sha- 
wn; if he be a Plant, he is the Plant of Renown; 
if he be 4 Phyſician, he is the Phyſician of Value; 
if an Advocate, he is an Advocate with the Fa- 
1 4 cher: he tis repreſented without any Parallel. (3) 
4 His relative Glory is matiteſted, he is diſcovered 
as a glorious Prieſt, a glorious Prophict, a glorious 
pry; Fa glorious Husband, a glorieus Redeemer 
and Saviour; and tliere will be 4 Sight of his 
glorious Fulneſs in all theſe Relations, and the | 
Wee Fic of thay Sub dee and Fre 
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lay ſuited for the Soul, and thus revealing him 


1 


ſelf, he removes all Jealouſies and Miſtakes from 
the Bride, ſupphes all her Wants, heals all her 
Diſeaſes, and outbids all her Rivals, who can 
offer nothing to allure the Soul, while, he can, 
and doth ſay, IJ am Allſufficient to Help thee, 


4 > ad 8 E R M O. N. II. 210 142 
Ila, liv, 5. Thy Maker in thy Huchand) 
Come now to the 3d Thing propoſed, namely; 

to offer Reaſons of the Doctrine, why Chriſt 
comes under a :Marriage-Relation to Believers? 
1 Anſwer 1. His own Sovereign Will is the 
beſt, Reaſon, why he comes under a Marriage 
Relation in this caſe; Ever fo Father, for Jork 


"| ſeems good in thy Sight. Matt h. x3; 26, his AMK 


obs are not to be examined at the Bar of pur 
Reaſon. He hath Mercy, becauſe he will haue Merry. 

2. His Love to them makes him come undet 
ſuch a Relation to them; I have loved thee "with 
an everlaſting Love: Therefore, with everlaſting . 
Kindneſs have 1 drawn thee.' Love is the Motive 
that engages him, Love brought him out of Hea- 
ven for them, Love nailed him to the Croſs for 
them, Love laid him in a Grave for them, & Love 
engages him to a Marriage- Relation with them. 
3. He does it for the hips his own, free 
Grace, Mercy, and Love; as Love and Merey 
was his Motives ſo it was his End, that he 
might diſplay an 


diſcover it to the outoſſ. © - 1 


Wiſdom could have contriv'd 2a Thouſandt | 
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Worlds, and Infinite Power could have made 
them, but the Love of God hath gone to its 
outmoſt Height, it is not poſſible for Chriſt to 
ive a gteater Demonſtration of his Love, than 
e hath done, in giving his Life for the Bride, 


and entering into # Marriage-Relation with her. 


4. He does it, that he may make Work for 
the bleſſed Company in the higher Houſe; for 
on Earth, the Contract is only drawn up, this 
is only the Day of Eſpouſals; Heaven will be 
che Day of Conſummation of the Marriage: 
This is only a courting and wooing Time; but 
the Day will come, when the nuptial Solem- 
nity ſhall be celebrated: And that ſhall con- 
tinue while the Day of Eternity laſts. This ſhall 
fuffice for the Reafons of the Doctrine. 
The 4the Thing was, to make ſome Appli- 
cation; and it may be (1) for Information. (2) 
Lamentation. (3) Examination. (4) Exhortati- 
on. Now of theſe in their Order, © -- 
1. For Information, is it ſo, that there is a 
Marriage-Relat ion betwixt Chriſt and Betic- 
vers? This informs us, of the Infinite Love of 
God towards loſt Sinners, in giving his own Son 
to be a Husband and Redeemer unto them. God 
fo Loved the World, That he gave his ouly begor- 
n Son, that whoſoever Believeth in him might 
not Periſb, ' but have everlaſting Life. John. iii; 
rs, God ſo Loved the World, as neither Angels 


— 


nor Men can tell. 3 7 
dne This informs us of the Infinite Love of 
Anne 
bl CY uch 


1 21 ] R 
uch 2 Bride, it eould never have entered inn 
to the Heart 6f the wiſeſt Angel in Heaven, 
that Chriſt the Eternal Son of God ſhould be 
come Man; and far leſs, that he ſhould take 
ſuch a foul and deformed Creature, and Bride 
by the Hand, as Sinners are. If he had given 
us our deſerving, he would made his Juſtice to 
ride in Triumph over us, and Hell ro ring 
eternal Hallows of Praiſe to incenſed Juſtice; 
but to the quite contrary, he hath ſo ordered, 
that Heaven ſhall ring with eternal Hallelujahs 
of Praiſe to his 22 Mercy and free Grace, 
in chooſing tbeſe that were e and ad- 
mitting them to his bleſſed Boſom. 

3. This Doctrine informs us ot the Believer's 
Satety ; having Chriſt for his Husband, who 
can hurt him? It is the Duty of a Husband, 
you know, to protect and defend his Spouſe, 
and to be ſure Chriſt will not be wanting in 
this to his Bride, He will hide them in the ſecret 
of his Preſence from the Pride of Men: He will 
keep them ſecretiy in a Pavilion from the ſtrife of 
Fougues. Pſak xxxi, 20. About all the Glory he 
makes a defence, Iſa. iv, 5.' He covers them 
with the Mantle of his Providence, the Mantle 
of his Righteouſneſs, the Mantle of his Inter- 
ecſkon, the Mantle of his Spirit; ſure then the 

de of Chriſt is in abſolute Safety, he hath 
Chambers for her, to hide her in, till 
the Day ef Isdignation be overpaſt. 
4. This Doctrine lets us ſee, that Believers 
are no ſuch Mean and deſpicable Perſons = ay 
Eb. es a 
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World. generally, takes. them to be, they wt 
Chriſts Bride, And he is their Husband; and 
O What a Honour is it to be Married to the: 
Son of, God! having him for a Husband, they 
come to be zelated to all Chriſts Relations; 
God is their Father, becauſe he is his Father; 
Angels are their Servants, becauſe; they are his 
Servants ; Saints are their fellow Brethren, be- 
caufe they are his Members: Heaven is their 
Inheritance, becauſe it is the Kingdom of their 
Husband. In a Word, whatever is his, is theirs. 
And. all Things are--yatrs for ye are Chriſt's and 
Chriſt is God's. 1 Gor. iii, 22, 23. 

2. For Lamentation. Is it lo, that there is 2 
Matriage-Relation betwixt Chriſt and Believ- 
ers? This calls for deep Lamentation in theſe 
two Particular s. 

1. It calls us to lament. that Chriſt ſhould 

have ſo ſe Brides-among us, tho he be-wooing 
and courting us by the Goſpel; crying, Behold 
zne, Bebold me. Iſa. Ixv, I. yer where is the 
Man or Woman, that is prevail 'd with to enter 
a Match with this glorious Bridegroom? Tho 
he be fairer than the Sons of Men, and conde- 
ſcends to ofler Marriage with Sinners, who are 
as black and ugly as Hell it ſelf, yet they ſet 
him at nought, and give him juſt ground for that 
melancholy Complaint. My - People wou 
Bear ken to py Ill ice, Iſrael would have ngugio} 
Pſal, IxxAi, 11. and may he not 8 
very material Creation, to judge ol bur Folly, as 
he did of old to Alrael? at ach 13: Hears | 
210 % 9 Heavens ITH 
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0 Heavens, and give ear; O-Earth : Tea 2 x 
ed and horribly afraid ; for my People have commit»! 
ted tuo great \Ewils: They have "forſaken me the 
Fountain of living Vaters, and hewed them outs 
Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns that can hold no Water. 

2. This Doctrine may afford us Matter of La- 
2 00 alſo, that Believers, who are eſpouſed 
to him, ſhould Walk ſo unwotthily of ſuch a 
Husband, you know a Wife ſhould demean her 
ſelf, conform to the Character of ther Husband, 
and where her Carriage is baſe and mean, it re- 
flects a Diſhonour on him. O how unſuteable is 
it, to ſee Chriſt's Bride blacked with the foul of 
Hell! to ſee theſe who have ſtricken Hands 
with Chriſt in a Marriage Covenant,  joynins 
Hands with Luſts and Idols, and 
themſelves with them ? 

For Examination, let bs try, if we be 
thus Married and related to Chtiſt, whether he 
be our Husband, and we his Bride and Spouſe. 

I mall offer a few Marks whereby we may 
know, whether or not we be married unto this 
glorious Husband, and they may be drawn 
from the Conſideration of the Antecedents the 
Conſtituents, and the an of thi 
Marriage. 
1. Try, by the 1 Marvianes 
before ever Chriſt did contract with 
thou obſerve him cue thy Soul 


ring; nove 
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Law, as with Fire and Sword Did he cdürt 

ou by ſuch a Word as that? Thou art a curſed 
Wrerch; for Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all Things that are written in the Book of the 
Law to do them. Gal. iii, 104 did he court 
you. with ſuch a Word as that ? Curſed is every 
one that doth the Work of the Lord negligently. Did 
he court you thus, by. the Spirit of Bondago, 
with the Terrors of God, as cloathed with 
Vengeance? Telling thee, thou art an Heir of 
Hell, and Wrath, a Child of the Devil. Did he 
court thee ſo, as thou waſt ſurrounded with 
% oil. ©; 

2. Did he court thee, as by the Auſterity of 
the Law, ſo by the Suavity of the Goſpel, when 
he ſaw.thee in the Depth of Deſpondency, when 
he ſaw thee caſt down, when he ſaw thee a: 
poor heavy laden Sinner, like to be cruſhed under 
thy Weights: Did he then court you with fuctr 
a Word as that? Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you Reft. 
Matth. xi, 28. or with ſuch a Word as that? 
Ho every one that thinſteth, come to the Waters, 
be that hath no Maney; come, buy Wine and Milk 
tuithout Money, and without Price, Iſa. lv, 1. 
Flee to your ftrong Holds, 3e Priſoners of Hope. 
Did he thus court you with the Goſpel Offer? 


3. Did he court you by bis Love-Letters? 
This is another Antecedent of the Cong, go 
you ever a Loye- Letter, ſent from Chriſt: out 
of Heaven? But you will ſay,what is the Love- 
Letzer ? Eyen the Bible, Seargh the e 
<W ot | Ul 


wo So. poo 
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theſe, are they, that teſtifie of me. John V. 482 
Here there are the Declarations of the * 
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Chit to thy Soul; here there arc love Promiſes 
in theſe Letters, that ſhall be yours; there is 4 
love Covenant in theſe Letters, have you read 
and ponder'd them ? And can you ſays that 
Chriſt ſpake them in to your Heart? If it be a 
Text that was preached upon, or if it be 2 
ſingle Word, 91 Chriſt dropt that into my 
Heart, and, I think it will go with, me td 
my Death-Bed: It came with ſuch Life and 
Power. In a Word; got you any Gifts before 
the Marriage Contract? Such as, the Gift of 
true Conviction, ſuch as, the Gift of Heart 
Contrition, the Gift of real Humiliation the 
Gitt of ſelf Denial, the Gift of Faith; theſe 
are given, ſome before, ſome at the Contract: 
2. Try, by the Conſtituents of the Marriagez * 
1. If this Marriage be made up betwixt 
Chriſt and thee, then thou haſt put away all 
Lovers beſides Chriſt, the right Hand will bs 
cut off, the right Eye put out, you will be 
divorced from all other Husbands ; particularly; 
from the Law; ye muſt be dead to the Law, 
that ye may be martied to another Husband; 
even to Chriſt. But you vill ſay, what is it tg 
be dead to the Law? I anſwer, it is not to la 
it aſide as the Rule of Obedience, for the LA 
ſhall (til e Rule and Standard of the Beliey® 
ers Obedience, Life, and Converſation ; but x 
be dead to the Law, is to be 
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the Law. cannot ſave us 745 2oengns of 
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nſible, that. * 


for Grace 


. 
Works; it is to difclaim all Hope 


s of bet 
juſtified by the Law, or by our Works an 
Obedience to it: I ſce Chriſt the gloridus 
Husband hath brought in an 
is 


old filthy Rags. 

2. Haft thou given a cordial Conſent upon 
the Contract Day? Can you ſay, you was e- 
nabted to take him, as the Pſalmiſt, O my Soul 
thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, thou art my Lord, 
225 thou art my God, my Head, my Husband. 
Have you given a rational conſent to it; yea, a 
ſuperrational and ſupernatural Conſent, a delibe- 
rate, chaſt, ſtayed, ſolemn, peremptory Conſent? 
Did you ſay it with Faith, and with an Air of 
Heaven? That he was yours, and ſhall be ſo 
for ever. It's true, Folk may be matched to 
Chriſt, who cannot condeſcend on the preciſe 
Time; the Spirit may Work many Times ſome 
Way that we cannot know; yet it is his ordi- 
nary Way with his Bride, after many Toflings, 
to break in with raviſhing, conquering Sweet- 
neſs, to draw forth her Soul to a ſolemn, remark- 
able cloſing with him, and conſenting to him. 
ave you then beeri engaged to make oyer 


our ſelf to the Bridegroom, by an unreſerved 


Refignation of your ſelf to himꝰ-That you will 
Ki t Ely take him n for 
Hoot: and Happineſs, for Light and' Lite, 
for . Grace and Glory; but alſo make over 
Your {elf to him, Soul and Body, whatever you 


everlaſting 
n the Law fully; this 
xe Garment I will put on, and caſt off my 
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are, whatever you have been. Have you been 
thus made to yield your ſelves to the Lord? 
Are you one with him? Have you one Spirit 
with him? Are you of one Faith with him, of 
one Way with him, endeavouring to walk as he 
walked? He that is joyned to the Lord, is one 
Spirit, ; 


1. OT Iv, 1). | 
3. Can you ſay? That upon the Marriage Day, 
ye got a Marriage Gift from the Bridegroom. 
Among the Jews, the Bridegroom was to give a 
Marriage Gift to his Bride; now, what Gitt gol 
you on the Marriage Day? Can you ſay? In- 
deed, I got the wedding Garment, he clothed, 
me with his Righteouſneſs ; which he ſpan out 
of his own Bowels, weaved with his own 
Hands, and died with his own Blood, and thus 
all my Guilt is covered, the -Curſe is done 
away. This is indeed what few get, yet ſome 
have been, and are able to ſay, I am delivered 
from the Wrath to come: And there is no Con- 
demnation to me, and on ſuch a Time, I got 


alſo an Ornament of the Graces with the 


Spirit, which I wear as Jewels; Faith, Love, 
Obedience, Patience, Humility : And I got the 
Promiſe of an hundred Fold here, and I am 
expecting more Gifts yet, before the Marriage 
be conſummate. I am expecting the Aſſurance, 
I live in the Hope of Glory, I expect a ſealed 
Patdon of all my Sins; and I look to get the 
Earneſt of the Spirit: And more every Day, 
4. Another Conſtituent of this Marri 


Contrack is, The Bude, on thiat Day, puts off 
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ne Vall, and puts on another; this was the a gr 
252 Cuſtom, the Brides put off the Vail of | he 
Baſhfulneſs and put on the Vai of Subj<cction. | Hea 
Chriſt's Bride, before the Marriage, dow not | Chi 
look the Bridegroom in the Face, is aſhamed | rwe 
to look upon him; but ſhe is made to put off! 4 
this Vail in the Preſence of her former Lo-] del 
vers, and to take Chriſt by the Hand, and then] De 
ſhe puts on the Vail of Subjection, whereby ſhe| te 
romiſes, in his Strength, to Subject to her] Lor 
usbands will. Have we thus promiſed to be | wil 
# IT to his Commands, in his own| Ki 
Strength? Whatever he bids us do, or ſuffer. | _ 
3. Try by the Conſequents of this Marriage: | Br! 
Would you know, if there has been a Contract M 
betwixr "Chriſt and you? Then try by the im 
mediate Conſequents. | lou 
I. Did you ſce the King in his Beauty, and] W. 
E. a Glory and Excellency in him, as could not] th 
e parallelVd by all the Glory of ten thouſand| Far 
Worlds ? ba 
2. What was your Converſe with him on] 5 
the Contract Day? Can you ſay ? he embraced| hi: 
IF in his Arms, and I embraced him in my] Jo! 
Heart, and there was [weet Communion and ha 
Fellowſhi; p betwixt him; and m D. 
Flake e Day, 


3. Walt Shop's rown'd on the 
ſo as thou walt wn by others, as i were] hi; 
to be the Bride of Chriſt > The ſy be, they, get rig 
oy crow 1 0 o Bridegroom, bur. the ride 
ſo: 1597, ee w. hat the Grown. 1 is that Chriſt's #- 

a ſhould have. Rey. ii, 1. There appeared th 
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a great I Wider in Heaven, a Woman chthed with 
the Sun, and the Moon under hel Feet, and on her 


Head a Crown of twelve Stars. The Bride of 
Chriſt 18 crown'd with the Doctrine of the 
twelve Apoltles. 

4. The Bride of Chriſt keeps at Home, and 
delights in the Bride-Chamber; this is her 
Delight, all the Days of her Life, to dwell in 
the Houſe of the Lord, to behold the Beauty of the 
Lord, and to enquire in his Temple. Ordinanees ' 
will be ſweet, being the Gal leries wherein the 
King is held. 

2. Try by the Qualities and Duties of the 


Bride, which are alſo Cortequents to this 
arriage. 


1. Ik you, be Chriſt's Bride, then yon will 


love thc Bridegroom; Love is what every 
Wife ows to her Husband, much more doth 
the Belieyet ow it to Chriſt : Who hath expreſs'd 
far more Love to his Bride, than ever a Hus- 
band did to a Wife. He Loved her, and gave 
himſelf for her. He ſhed the hotteſt Blood ot 
his Heart, to ſave and redcem her. You will 
love him with a love of deſire." Mith my Soul 
have I defired thee in the «Night, wich a Love ot 
Deligh', my, meditatim. of him hall be ſweet. 

ith 2 Love of #B:nevolence, wiſhing well to 
his Intereſt, 7.1 Jorget ther Je. uſalem, ler my 


right H Da fore. her Cunnings,. Let my- Tongue 
cleaye' to the 22 f of my Month, if I prefer not 


thee to my chief 0%. Pſal. e&xxvii, 5, 6. They 
that hahicually | Lore Husband, Wite, Children, 
4 Riches, 
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Riches, or any Thing more than Chriſt, have 277 
no Reaſon to think that they are matched 
with him. 9 

2. If we be married to Chriſt, we will truſt 
in, and depend on our Husband, in whom can 
a Wife truſt, if not in her Husband? The 
Believer reſts on Chriſt for Grace and Glory, 
and commits all to him, ventures all on him, 
and expects all from him, 'The Soul that is 
eſpouſed to Chriſt, looks on the infinite Vertue 
ol his Blood; The infinite Efficacy of his Spirit; 
The infinite Fulneſs of his Grace; The in- 2 
finite Dimenſions - of his Love; The infinite ing 
Faithfulneſs of his Promiſe. In all this, he ſees mc 
an infinite Ground of Hope, and thereupon he an 


Ventures, and rolls all on him. Here he ſays, TII all 
ſtay and reſt, here I'll build, here I am reſolv- my 
ed to ſtay, here I am reſolved to live and die. on 

3. It we be married to Chriſt, we will have ana 
a Zeal for his Glory. Some ſacrifice Chriſt's of 
Intereſt ro their own Honour; But the Believer qui 
ſays, let my Maſter increaſe, and me decreaſe. lon 


'Tho' my name ſhould never be heard of in the 
World, let Chriſt be exalted. O! ſays Chriſt's |; Th 
Bride, I would have all the World coming | Cc 
and adoring him: I would have all the wh 
World to love him: I would have all the be 
World to praiſe him; Eſpecially, when ſhe is wh 
under any lively 5 Op then ſays ſhe, if 0 


the greateſt Enemies knew what were in our 
Lord, they would come and Joyn with him; ſom 
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As I have done. 
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Coxeuant Love. You can tell, that ſome Time 
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BE'Bride of Chriſt dow not live With 


our ka, an honeſt Wife will be hard put to it, 


to live many Years without her Husband ; 


' Ol it. is ſometimes like a Hell to her to miſs 


Chriſt in Ordinances. O! the ſore Moans and 
heavy Groans of the deſerted Soul, that has 
had the Experience of the Sweetneſs of Chriſt: 
O that I knew where I might find him! that I 
might come even to his Seat. Job, xxiit, 13. 0 
that it were with me, as in Moneths paſt ! 

F. If ye be Chriſt's Bride, you will be long- 
ing ſometimes for his ſecond coming; leſs or 
more you will deſire the Day of Judgment, 
and long for his Appearance, the Epilogue of 
all the Spouſe's ſweet Diſcourſes, is, Make haſte, 
my beloved, be thou like a Roe, or a young Hart 
on the Mountains of Bether ; till the Day break, 
and the Shadows flee away. And the Conclufion 
of the whole Bible is. Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly. Rev , xxii, 20. Can you ſay you have 
longed for his coming? I ſee the Devil reigns 


here, Corruption reigns here, and never will 
Things be right, till he come again in the 
Clouds, and ſet Heaven and Earth in a Flame; 


when theſe nuptial Solemnities ſhall begin to 
be celebrated: Ang the Marriage ſolemnized 
while Eternity laſts, 


6. If there has been a "Marriage betwixt 


_ Chriſt and your Souls, then readily you have 


ſome of the love Tokens to preſent; I mean 
ſome Experiences, and ſome Expreſſions of his 


4 5 G be a 
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or ber he e you to the banquetting 

Houſe, and diſplayed 4 Banner of Love Ober 
you; ſomet ime he hath enlarged your Soul with 

ardent and longing Def res after him, and fatil- 

fed thee with the: Fatneſs of his Houſe ; the 

Soul, that is really eſpouſed to Chriſt, will rea- 

dily have ſome Experiences of his Love to rell of, 
J. The Spouſe of Chriſt, is a chaſt Spouſe, 

14che never get her Heart as before, tho” now 
and then ſhe may give a ſquint Look, yet Idols 
never have that Force and Room in her Affecti- 
ops that once they had, ſhe is afraid of doing any 

Thing that may be diſpleaſi ing and diſhonour- 

ing to him, hence we will. find the Spouſe of 

Chriſt breathing out earneſt Deſires and -Re- 
ueſts to God, to be kept and led in the way of 

Kiotucoulbels. OI that my ah, were directed to 

keep. thy Statutes, Pſal, cxix, 5. Hence ſhe 

gtoans up her Caſe. O! wretched one that I am, 
who! ſhall deliver me from this Body of Sin and 

Death? Rom, vii, 24. 

8. If we be Chriſt's Bride, we will be a Fake. 
Fr Bride, let us try, have we never a Child 
ofgo0d- Works, or of Grace? Thy Belly, ſays 

Chaiſt.co the Spouſe, as au Heap of Wheat. 

„ vii, 2. Le kno heat is very fruit- 
| ful, the barren Soul that ever loved, never 


mortified, never Fa Sv never gave Almis, 
never ee it barren Soul is 
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tiage betwixt Chriſt and Believers} O then! 
fhall we hot be perſwaded to come and cloſe 


wich Chriſt for out Husband ; and take out M4- 
ker for our Husband; our God for our Hisband? 


If we be ambitions, here is the top of Ambiti- 


on, Jeſus Chriſt ; if we be covetous, here is the | 
true Riches; whatever we are, whatever we have 


been; if we come to him, he will in no wiſe 


eaſt us out. It is true, we cannot come of out 
ſelyes: But let us cry, Lord, if I die, I hal be 
butied under the Mercy-Seat, praying, werp- 
ing, looking as Lean, and go to Hell with 
Chriſt in my Heart as much as I can. Come to 
him, and he will overcome your Impotency ; 
lay your Caſe before him, ſaying, Lord, I am 
a Wretched one in the higheſt Degree: Lord 
here is a great Offer made, I have no Heart to 
it; O! come, and give a diſcovery of a loſt 
State, and of thy excellent Glory: O! draw out 
y Heart, and let me die upon the Spot, rather 
than reje& Chriſt for ever. . * 08 
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[Saints above, that have the more immediate 
Intuition of the radiant Splendor of this bleſ- 
ſed Object, go forth to declare his Glory. 
Every Thing in him is lovely, and nothing is 


lovely without him, nothing lovely but what 


proceeds from him, and goes to him; he is ſo 
lovely, that he cannot poſſihly be otherwiſe, he 
is "5 primary, original and neceſſary Loveli- 
mes; . . Rr W. Can IPOS 

2 2 Conſider, as he is lovely, ſo he is loving; 
his Love is infinite, eternal, free, diſtinguiſh- 
ing, effectual; never Man loved like him: O! 
how many Foldings ate in this Love? As can 
never be unfolded. 2 4 

3. Conſider, if we cloſe with Chriſt, we will 
give him a glad Heart: His Heart is glad in 
that Day, when he takes a poor Sinner by the 
Hand; the Day of his Eſpouſals is the Day of 


the Gladneſs of his Heart. How many a Time 


have we grieved him by our Hypocriſy, 
and Formality, ard Backwardneſs? And would 
we now give him a glad Heart, for all the 
iered Hearts we have given him; then let 


= us embrace him, as offered in the Goſpel, and 


then he will be glad, why? Then he will ſee 
the Fruit of Election, the Fruit of Redempti- 
on, the Fruit of his Death, the Fruit of his 


Reſurrection, the Fruit of his Aſcenſion, the 


Fruit of his Interceſſion. Then he gets back the 
: Temple of the Healy Ghoſt; the loſt Sheep is 
'. Ffoundagain; then he gets back the Member 
Fre 
r 2 1 might 
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<4 might give ſomething by 
I may be married unto Chriſt? 


E 35 J | | 
way of Directi: 


In one Word, if you would have Chriſt for 


on. You may ſay, what ſhall I 


your Husband, O'then! entertain his Suit, and 


hearken to his wooing and courting Motions, 


Is he darting Light unto your Hearts, and-let; 
ting you ſee the evil of ſome Sin, that formerly 
ye delighted in? O!: do not reſiſt his Suit, 


by contihuing in Sin after this. Is he ſtrength- 
ning that Light ſo, as to ſet Conſcience on 


Fire with the Senſe of Sin, and Apprehenſion of 


Wrath? O! quench not this Fire till you get 


Water out of the Wells. of Salvation; other- 


wiſe:ye reje& his Suit. Is he carrying his Suit 
further, and ſtirring up your Affections to deſire 
after Chriſt? O! quench not this Motion: 


But cry to him to faſten the Nail ſure, and 


, 
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carry on the Work, till the Marriage be com- 


pleated. 


Now, I might give a Word of Exhortation 


alſo to them that are married and eſpouſed 


to Chriſt. 
All 1 ſhall ſay is this, O! let Chriſt's: Bride 


live on him, and take all from him: As a poor 


Woman married to a rich Man, ſhe hves 


upon his Riches. Many are ready to ſay, that. . 4 


if Chriſt would call us his Bride, we would 
live on our ſelves; we would pray, repent, 


* 


believe, &c. But the Bride of Chrilt muſt get 


all theſe Things in him, and take all from him 
and live wholly Os and freely ha 7 
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- ere content to come down every Man of 
* | and take all from him for Nothi 
| This is the Way ye muſt do with - Chrilt, 
when matched to him; we muſt not, with | 
the Legaliſt, have Repentance and Duties 4 
our on, we will take all from him, who is 
che Repoſitory of all Divine Fulnefs, whereof | 
te Believer's Part is, out of that _— to 
FF * tor n 


When Joſeph's N. did not know tum, 
chey were Buying and Selling with him, they 
would have nothing from him without Money: 
But when they knew that he was a Brother, for 
Fa. the Offences that they had done him, they 
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